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Interactive Development:the Evolution and Prospect of Fertility
Policy and Maternity Security in the 70 Years since the
Founding of the People’s Republic of China

SHEN Che WANG Ling

Abstract - Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China the development of China’s fertility policy can
be roughly divided into four stages:the free birth stage the exploration and establishment of the family planning
policy stage the strict implementation of the family planning policy stage and the relaxation of the family planning
policy stage.Meanwhile maternity security has also experienced a process of change from scratch from employers to
residents from maternity protection to maternity benefits. The birth policy and maternity security system have been
interactively developed and improved in this period of history.The policy objectives have evolved from single control

of population to the realization of well-rounded human development.Policy implementation has ranged from '

"rigid"
to "rigid and soft" .While achieving a series of achievements China’s birth policy also faces real challenges such as
the continued decline in social fertility willingness and fertility levels and the difficulty in effectively coping with the
opportunity cost of birth.China should pay attention to the connection and coordination between the birth policy and
other systems improve women s maternity protection reduce their opportunity cost and advocate a positive and
scientific conception of fertility.

Key words: fertility policy maternity protection 70 years since the founding of the People “s Republic of

China interactive development

( :H)

36



