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Concept, Practice and Path: Forty Years of the Cause of Persons with
Disabilities in China
QIU Guan-jian, YU Di

Abstract The cause of the persons with disabilities in China has originated from ancient times and sprouted in modern
times. Since the founding of New China, our country has carried out limited welfare undertakings, and the situation of disabled people has
improved. In the early days of reform and opening up, the party and government attached importance to the cause of the disabled.
Disabled organizations were rapidly recovering and developing. The country initially explored the developing path of labor welfare. The
society gradually formed a social atmosphere that respects and helps people with disabilities. The cause of Chinese disabled people
was moving towards international exchanges and cooperation. After the establishment of the China Disabled Persons' Federation, the
cause of disabled people in China has entered an organizational and systematic developing stage. In this period, the development
of the cause of the disabled was incorporated into the national developing plan. The laws and regulations were established and
improved. Since 2008, the party and the government have paid special attention to the cause of the disabled. The institutional
mechanisms for the disabled people with Chinese characteristics have gradually formed. Substantial progress has been made in the
social security system and the public service system for the disabled. The cause of the disabled in China has contributed wisdom and
solutions to the world. In the past 40 years of reform and opening up, the cause of disabled people in China and the country's socialist
modernization both develop very well, and has gradually formed a developing path for the disabled with Chinese characteristics.
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