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The Legal Construction of China’s Social Security after 40 Years: Retrospect, Evaluation and Prospect
YANG Si-bin

Abstract  Since the reform and opening—up policy, in the past four decades, the legal construction of China’s
social security has experienced four stages: the starting of reform, the reconstruction of the reform, deepening
the reform, and overall construction. The remarkable effect of the legal construction of China’s social security is
shown in: the initial formation of the frame of legal system of the legal construction of social security system; the
continuous optimization of legal system and significant enhancement of fairness; the good results achieved by
law enforcement and the clear legal ground for right relief; the marked strengthening of the supervisory role of
the legislature on the operation of the social security system. However, the legal construction of China’s social
security 1s still being faced with challenges that the stenting law needs to be built, that the legal system needs to
be improved, and that the mechanism of right relief need to be perfected. Under the background of a New Era
when governing the country by law should be promoted comprehensively and the social security system should
be built up comprehensively, the legal construction of China’s social security needs to establish new ideas, im-
proves and perfects the legal system, and intensify the enforcement mechanism of law, and a proper role should
be played by judicial authority.

Key words social security; legal system; the right to social security
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