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The Historical Changes in Social Policies

towards Ex-convicts in New China
Wu Pengsen
Abstract: The system of social policies towards ex-convicts hadn’t matured until the founding of New
China. Before China’s reform and opening-up, the main stream of relevant social policies was to balance
between “detention” and “release”, such as the “detention outweighs release” policy in the 1950s, the
“four conditions to detain and four conditions to release” policy in the 1960s and the “detain and release
depending on circumstances” policy in the late stage of the Cultural Revolution. After the Reform, the
general trend altered to adapt to the socialist market economy. Based on comprehensive social placement,
the new policies seek to combine placement and help through guidance, to build an after-release system
with Chinese characteristics with four pillars including job placement, help in mind, guarantee of basic
living and protection of civil liberties. A panorama of policy changes towards ex-convicts over the past
sixty years reveals the constant essence of “showing the way out”. However, the underlying concept of
policy-making has experienced a shift of focus from maintaining national stability to protecting civil
liberties, which reflects the progressive course of China’s after-release policies from “rule of man” to “rule

of law”.
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