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Historic Evolution and Contemporary Innovation
of Mainstream Religious Ideas in China

Mou Zhongjian

(School of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Minzu University of China, Beijing, 100081)

[ Abstract ]In his speech at the conference of the United Front of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China, General Secretary Xi highly summed up the importance of religious works and the
connotation of the Party’s policies of religious works, clarified four"” musts' to positively guide the
harmony of religions and socialism, and strengthened the principle of" sticking to Sinicization orienta-
tion. This is not only the latest incisive summary of experiences concerning religious works since the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China, but also includes the historic wisdom of Chinese civi-
lization in handling religious issues. As an important part of human history and culture, religions are
also main beliefs in contemporary world. On the one hand, religions are an important force to promote
the world peace and cultural communication; on the other hand, ever since Meddle Ages, there have
been constant bloody religious conflicts in some regions. Some of these conflicts are expressions of
ethnic and international conflicts, others are the causes behind ethnic and international conflicts.
However, in China, the mainstream of religious relationship is harmony. From the perspective of his-
toric wisdom of Chinese civilization, we discuss Chinese mode and experience concerning religious
works, get a deeper understanding of General Secretary Xi's" Sticking to Sinicization' .
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