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Rural Women in Central South Region During the Party—Led Land Reform in
Early 1950s
Li Jianhua

Abstract: In the 1950s, the Communist Party of China carried out the rural social transformation centering on land reform in
central south China. Under the leadership and mobilization of the Communist Party of China, rural women in central and southern
China were liberated from the bondage of the feudal system and the barriers of the family, and actively engaged in the tide of land
reform with full enthusiasm. The fact that women, as a historically aphasia group, can be so vividly active in the rural political arena
is closely related to the correct guidance of the Party. The new regime established by the Communist Party of China and the land
reform led by it provided unprecedented opportunities for rural women to improve their social status. Therefore, women increasing-
ly “held up half the sky” and became an indispensable force in the land reform.
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