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Li Shuangshuang Boldly Arising from Deep Roots:

A Historical Investigation of the Emergence of “New Women” in the 1950s-1960s
LI Na
( Institute of Literature Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)
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Abstract: Li Shuangshuang is an aesthetic image in the 1950s-1960s of socialist China. This very recreation of character gave rise to a
brand-new definition of woman of the time and became a significant influence in society. This paper studies the process of her becoming
bold as a “new woman” and the changes that took place for her to be accepted in society. Through a review of the novel of A Short Story
of Li Shuangshuang the film of Li Shuangshuang and the Yuju Opera of Li Shuangshuang and her acceptance in society the study re—

stores the character in the context of social historical changes from 1958 to 1963 as well as Li Zhun the author$ pulses in writing about

(1975-) . 120 .
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“new people” and “their issues”. From his sensitivity to the social issues at the time to his ability to utilize local cultural and ethical re—

sources to respond to politics directives and his understanding of rural womens lives and their life courses the author delved into the

character of Li Shuangshuang and the historical political cultural contexts as well as the thought process of her rising boldly. This study

asserts thus far that the depiction of bold Li Shuangshuang be it in novel film or opera were attempts to combine “collectivism” that

was required by the time and the Chinese traditional values of “righteousness’

“logics” and “justice”. This combination of new and old

values in depicting the details of interchanges among people who were devoted to social outreach helped project the spiritual outlook and

their values of new Chinese women. This ability to develop in-depth and profound thinking based on accurate detection of social reality

has not lessened its significance as time passes. On the contrary it awaits revisits by researchers of Chinese women today.
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