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Abstract: Fertility transition in China mainly took place in the 1970s. A sustained low fertility has been for decades after the transition.

This paper examines the role of women in fertility transition based on analysis of women’s status their labor participation and family.

The dramatic social-economic changes have had significant impact on women in both urban and rural China however the influence to
family are lagged behind. Infant and child mortality decrease women’s labor participation in urban and rural as well as the improvement
of women's status which are pre-conditions for fertility decrease and the nationwide family planning programme provided necessary con—
ditions to behavior change on childbearing. The coexistence of very high labor participation of women and their traditional gender roles in
the family which caught women between paid and unpaid labors was one of the main drivers to fertility drop in the 1970s and it is also
a major determinant of current low fertility. A multifacet framework should be adopted in the development and evaluation of public poli-
cy so as to avoid oversimplification and special attention should be paid to the role of women and their status regarding issues related to

fertility.
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