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Marxist Historiography in the Debate on Chinese Social History:
A Perspective Based on the Common Academic Community

ZHU Ci-en
( School of History and Culture Lanzhou University Lanzhou 730020 Gansu)

Abstract: Chinese Marxist historiography emerged during the debate on Chinese social history in the 1930s. In the
process Chinese Marxist historians formed a common academic community. Materialistic view of history was the academic
faith and value target of the common academic community formed by Marxist historians. In the debate on Chinese social
history Chinese Marxist historians not only expounded the basic Marxist principles but also combined general Marxist
theory with the specific reality of Chinese society. Judging from the external environment Marxist historiographers tackled
anti—Marxist schools of thoughts achieving a unity between the revolutionary nature and the scientific nature of Marxist
historiography. Research findings in the debate on social history provide a valuable reference to contemporary Marxist
Historiography.
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