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Changes of Transboundary Environmental Protection Policies in China.
A Bibliometric Analysis Based on Relevant Policy Documents
(1982—2020)

Li Zhichao/ Yu Xiang

Abstract; In order to grasp the changing track of China’s transboundary environmental protection policies as a
whole and better guide the practice of transboundary environmental governance, this paper adopts the method of
policy bibliometric and constructs four dimensions of time of promulgation — subject of promulgation — policy
theme — policy tool to analyze the 676 transboundary environmental protection policy documents in 1982—2020. The
analysis results show that: the number of transboundary environmental protection policy documents in China is on
the rise; The State Council, the National People’s Congress and the Ministry of Ecology and Environment are the
main central policy makers, while at the local level, Beijing — Tianjin — Hebei, Yangtze River Delta, Pearl River
Delta and Chengdu— Chongqing regions are the four important policy regions; The policies mainly focus on the pre-
vention and control of transboundary water pollution and air pollution, with management, pollution prevention and
control, planning, system and mechanism establishment as the main themes; The main policy tools are regulatory
ones, while the market and voluntary ones are not fully applied.

Keywords: Transboundary Environmental Protection; Policy Bibliometric; Policy Subjects; Policy Tools; Poli-

cy Change
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