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Research Progress, Policy Evolution and Practice of Ecological
Compensation in China in the Past 20 Years

LIU Guihuan, WANG Xiahui, WEN Yihui*, XIE Jing, ZHANG Yifan, HUA Yanyan, ZHU Yuanyuan, HAO Chunxu
(Center of Eco-Compensation, Chinese Academy of Environmental Planning, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing
100012, China)

Abstract: This study reviews numerous pieces of literature related to eco-compensation in China over the past 20 years, and analyzes
the research trends in the pilot area, research fields, and key links of eco-compensation in China based on literature retrieval and
bibliometric analysis. Then it explores the 20-year evolution of eco-compensation policy in China from the perspective of policy
formulation, policy form, and policy implementation subject, and extracts the formation process of eco-compensation model with
Chinese characteristics. It is implied that the research on domain regions and hot fields is directly stimulated by the policy guidance;
major regional strategies can promote the rapid growth of regional eco-compensation research. The practices of eco-compensation
policy are intense and cover wide scopes and various fields. The institutional design has been evolved from decentralized to accurate
and focused. The compensation fields are moved from single-point towards comprehensive. And the compensation modes are
transformed from the top-down mode to bringing in multiple participation. As the ecological civilization is stepping into a new era
in China, which calls for further reform and innovation of eco-compensation, it is recommended to focus on keywords such as
comprehensiveness, synthesis, diversification, and people’s livelihood. Innovative research based on multidisciplinary approaches
should be explored. Eco-compensation research should be further integrated with institutional and technological innovation. Taking
legalization, diversification, marketization and informatization as the main development orientation, eco-compensation should be
promoted towards a more three-dimensional, in-depth and systematic direction.

Keywords: ecological protection compensation; research progress spot; policy evolution; practice mode; future prospect
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