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Abstract; Based on the dual economic structure theory, the philosophy theory of social equity,
and the basic Marxist theory , this research proposes for the first time the three essential connota-
tions of the household registration system : population registration , migration restrictions , competi-
tive welfare administrative restrictions,and the theoretical basis for the reform of the household
registration system from social equity perspective ; household registration thresholds’ relaxation
based on the egalitarian theory,the key population settlement requirements based on the vertical
justice theory, and the residence permit welfare enhancement requirements based on the ade-
quacy theory. After reviewing household improvement processes in 330 cities across the country,

this research focuses on 31 popular cities in attracting cross — provincial migrant population.
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Based on 110 local household registration documents over the past 15 years, this paper analyzes
population access,key group settlements, and implementation of residence permits in these hots-
pot cities. The regional differentiation in the three dimensions of household reforms coupled the
policy timing with the seven types of population data in each city from 2005 to 2018 , and identi-
fied seven characteristics of the impact of regional differences in household reforms on popula-
tion mobility. Three policy recommendations are put forward, including to enhance the current
three major policy tools,to optimize the structure of household reform policies in popular immi-
grant cities,and to improve the accuracy of the“people — land — money linkage” mechanism for
popular immigrant regions in the country.
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