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The Rural Labour Migrationand and Left-behind Population
during 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up in China

YE Jingzhong WANG Wei

Abstract: During the processes of rapid industrialization urbanization and modernization since Chi—
na’ s reform and opening-up there are a large number of rural migrant population and left-behind popu—
lation emerging in rural China. Putting ‘migration” and ‘left-behind’ into the context of the develop—
ment of global neoliberalism and the process of rural commercialization this study traces the historical
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changes and current situation of these two rural population groups and explores its causes of formation
influence and future prospects. This research argues that the emergence of ‘migration’ and ‘left-be—
hind” population groups in rural China who have madeimportant contributions to the stability and de—
velopment of Chinese society but also have paid a huge price for it is aninevitable result of the devel-
opment model which is absolutely led by the goal of economic growth and urban bias. A fundamental so—
lution to the problems these two groupsmeet depends on a new development model based on urban—ural
integration equal rights and the ultimate concern of human well-being.

Key words: Labour migration; Left-behind population; Development model
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