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Dynamics of Spatial Pattern between Population

and Economies in Northeast China

LIAN Xiaomei, WU Jinhua
(Centerfor Northeast Asian Studies , Jilin University , Changchun Jilin, 130012, China)

Abstract: This paper explored the flow trend and spatial distribution of production factors in Northeast
China through a systematic analysis on the degree of coordination, spatial agglomeration pattern, and the
overall spatial correlation between population and economic development , using the methods of population—
economic growth elasticity, geographical concentration index, inconsistent index and spatial autocorrelation
model , based on the data in 36 prefecture—level cities in Northeast China from 1995 to 2015. The results
showed that the economic development did not play a significant role in boosting population growth; the cit-
ies that lacked locational advantages or were resource—exhausted suffered the most from population outflow;
population and economies presented an unbalanced distribution pattern of “dense in the south, sparse in
the north, high in the center, low in the periphery” , with the agglomeration of population obviously lagging
behind that of economies; the agglomeration of population and economies were not high , and were weakly re-
lated, generally taking on a “low—high(L-H) ,low—low(L-L)” pattern; the coordinated development of pop-
ulation and economy was greatly challenged.

Key Words: Spatial Distribution of Population, Spatial Distribution of Economies, Agglomeration, Coordi-

nated Development , Northeast
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