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An Analysis of the Evolving and Transformation of Chinese
Environmental Protection Policy
ZHANG Ping, NONG Lin, HAN Jimyu

Abstract: The research of the Chinese environmental policy requires a historical analysis perspective un-
der the observation of the social transformation and the structural changes. Since the 1970s, the Chinese
environmental protection started from the struggle with the ultra-left thinking, gradually established a
legal status. After decades of development, a complex environmental policy system was built, and the
policy means has undergone a series of adjustment and change. The environmental governance moved for-
ward from the focus governance to comprehensive management, and then into the compound manage-
ment in the new historical stage. The compound environmental management includes the resource protec-
tion system, the ecological red line and the ecological compensation mechanism. It also covers the action
level such as the law enforcement, environmental supervision and accountability, and more importantly,
it asks for public participation and multiple governance.

Key words: environmental policy; environmental supervision; environmental management; compound

environmental management
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