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From a Temporary to a Permanent Cure: The Yellow River Governance in the
Early Days of New China
Guo Shulin  Wang Ruifang

Abstract: The governance of the Yellow River is a major event in the early days of the founding of the Peoples Republic of China. From
the spring of 1950 the Yellow River Conservancy Commission and the peoples government in the “Promote the beneficial and abolish? the?
harmful step by step governance” management idea have organized two periods of the Yellow River governance work purposeful and systemati—
cal on the Yellow River Basin Comprehensive treatment. The Yellow River governance experienced from a downstream of the Yellow River as
the center of the temporary to the middle reaches of the Yellow River as the center of the cure. The Yellow River governance not only reinforced
embankment effectively curb the flood of the Yellow River set up the irrigation project paved the way for irrigation in North China Plain; but
also made a basin — wide multi — objective watershed planning carried out the test of soil and water conservation promotion work. In the early
days of new China the Yellow River government has made great achievements and it has left a valuable lesson.

Key words: the Yellow River governance ; cure; promote the beneficial and abolish the harmful; water storage and sediment retention;

take temporary solution; effect a permanent cure
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