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Rootless Migration: A Case Study of Migration for the Shanghai and

Sonthern Anhui Province Rear Basement Construction

Chen Xi and Xu Youwei

Abstract; The Little Third Front Construction(LTFC) was carried out in the way of transferring the factories in the
coastal areas into the interior, therefore, the migration of workers and their family dependents from east to west became
a important part of the construction. More than 70 thousand of workers and family dependentsof Shanghai’s LTFC
which located at the mountainous area of southern Anhui, had been transferred from urban to rural,and then return
cities one or two decades later. The process of migration which is closely linked with the raise and decline of LTFC
could become a very good perspectiveto observethe evolution of LTFC. This study shows that it”s impossible to arrange
the workers and family dependents in interior areas by the way relying solely on political mobilization and ignoring
migrant’s economic interests. Those migrants could’t rooted into mountainous areas of southern Anhui even though
most of them had been living there for more than two decades.

Keywords : Shanghai Rear Basement;southern Anhui;Little Third Front Construction;migration
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