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On Changes of China’s Contemporary Population Migration Policy

Based on the 1950—1990s Era
WANG Yue-sheng

(Institute of Population and Labor Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732)

Abstract: Since 1950, China’s population migration has been deeply influenced by its policies, no mat-
ter how the polices vary with time. The changes of China’s contemporary population migration policy
can be seen as follows: In the early 1950s, a free migration system was basically implemented. In par-
ticular, rural residents who migrated to urban areas for employment or reuniting with his of her spouse
and lineal relatives were unrestricted. In 1955, the free migration policy turned to restriction for rural
labors who did not get admission notice and offer letter moving to city. In 1958, a policy that strictly
restricted rural population to migrate into city was formulated, wherein the urban and rural household
registration system had formed. Due to the food shortage, which basically remained unsolved in China
from 1950s till early 1980s, it became a focus of the government’s migration policies to control rural
population migrating to city and turning into city dwellers whom government provide commodity grain.
Beginning 1970s, the migration restriction to couple or lineal relatives reunited in city grew less rigid.
During mid 1980s, a policy that allowed rural labors to migrate into small town began to be adopted,
with the population coming from rural areas gradually becoming main component of the small cities and
towns.
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