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Directional Process of the Study on Chinese International Migration in the Past Three Decades

CHEN Zht-gqiang ZHU Guo-hong
(Faculty of Social Sciences, Shanghai Business School, Shanghai 201400, P. R. China;
President’s Office, Shanghai Business School, Shanghai 201400, P. R. China)

Abstract: In the context of three decades of reform and opening up, the study on Chinese interna-
tional migration has undergone a process from beginning to recover and further to development, hav-
ing achieved the important transition from the study on overseas Chinese to the research on Chinese
international migration. In this process, research methods have been constantly improved, the scope
of research has expanded, more and more countries and regions have been under study, and the dis-
ciplinary characteristics have gradually faded. Today, the study on Chinese international migration is
entering a new stage wherein researchers home and abroad are interacting intensively. However,
when compared with overseas research, study within China has some limitations such as regional im-
balance, low applied value, low degree of internationalization and rigid research paradigms. Nowa-
days with the economic globalization significantly changing the causes, patterns, governance and in-
tegration of international migration and more diversified channels for new immigrants to engage in
politics and national economy, our study needs to actively seek the integrating points between the
change of the times and international migration so as to influence and guide Chinese international mi-
gration and ultimately play a bigger role in China’s economic and social development.

Key words: Chinese population; overseas Chinese; study on international migration; development
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