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Spatial shift of economic development in China since 1978

LOU Fan' LI Xiaojian' > BAI Yanfei'
(1. College of Environment and Planning Henan University Kaifeng Henan 475001 China; 2. Institute of Yellow River
Civilization and Sustainable Development Henan University Kaifeng Henan 475001 China; 3. Collaborative Innovation Center
of Urban-Rural Coordinated Development in Henan Zhengzhou Henan 450046 China; 4. School of Economics and Management
Harbin Institute of Technology ( Shenzhen) Shenzhen Guangdong 518055 China)

Abstract The research on the evolution of coastal and inland economic pattern is meaningful to the coordinated and sustainable
development of China’s regional economy. By applying GIS spatial expression and using spatial panel data measurement analysis and
other methods this paper analyzed relevant data at the provincial and municipal levels in China in 1978 - 2018 and examined the
evolutional spatial pattern in economic development in respect of coastal and inland areas and its influencing factors behind the change.
The results showed that: (1) The inland areas had accelerated the economic catch-up to the coastal areas since 1978 and China’ s
economic development had gradually shown signs of going inland. After 2008 at both provincial and municipal levels the economic
growth rate of inland areas exceeded that of coastal areas and the economic status of inland areas rose gradually. (2) Before 2008
regional economic growth was faster in areas closer to the coast while this turned faster in inland areas after 2008. The evidence from
provincial and municipal levels was consistent with high-value areas of economic growth turning inland after 2008. @) Within inland
areas the economic growth in the southwest region appeared more pronounced than in the northeast region. The high value area of
economic growth in 2018 shifted to the southwest inland area. Finally mathematical model analysis showed that factors of production
traffic conditions government factors etc. were the main causes of this change. Among the factors of production capital investment
had a positive and significant impact on economic growth but its impact had weakened since 2008; the impact of wage levels on
economic growth had changed from negative to positive after 2008 with lower wages in the inland areas contributing to rapid economic
growth. The economic growth of inland areas had also been significantly affected by the substantial improvement in traffic conditions
the government’ s promotion of the development of underdeveloped areas and the all-round opening to the outside world.

Key words economic landscape; inland-ward; factor input; influencing factor; spatial measurement
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