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Research Progress in Regional Planning and the Major Theoretical Problem of China’s Planning
Wen YU-yuan, DUAN Juan

Abstract As an overall scheme for economic, social, resource, and environmental development within a certain
space and time in the future, regional development planning is an important policy and tool for the country to co-
ordinate development relationship and optimize regional spatial layout. This article will review the research
progress and trend characteristics of regional planning in concept, theory and method, effect evaluation, and sys-
tem and mechanism construction, and points out, in view of the new tasks and challenges of regional develop-
ment in the New Era, that the major theoretical problem of the research on China’s regional planning in the fu-
ture is the construction of a new paradigm of China’s regional planning theory in the new era guided by new re-
gionalism, containing four aspects: first, to clarify the history and space—time evolution logic of China’s regional
planning; second, to build an evaluation system for regional planning with Chinese characteristics, and to solve
five core evaluation problems: who will evaluate, what will be evaluated, when the evaluation starts, how to eval-
uate, and who will be assigned to to evaluate; third, to study and solve the problems of the timeliness of regional
planning and the limitation of its objectives; and fourth, to give consideration to innovation at macro, medium,

and micro levels and to improve regional planning systems, mechanisms and policies for the New Era.

Key words new regionalism; space—time evolution logic; timeliness and limitation; effect evaluation; innovation

of system and mechanism
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