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From Responsibility Farmland Practice to Rural Household
Responsibility System-Anhui Perspective
Wei Zhong

Abstract: This paper reviews the three waves of contract production to households in the history of the
People’ s Republic of China focusing on the practice process of “responsibility farmland” in Anhui
Province in the 1960s and the reform of the rural household responsibility system in Anhui Province from
the late 1970s to the early 1980s so as to build the connection between the thought and practice of contract
production to households in the first 30 years and the last 40 years. This paper holds that the practice of
“responsibility farmland” is an important prelude to the rural household responsibility system reform and
has laid a mass foundation for the latter as well as a reserve of cadres to a certain extent. The success of
the reform in Anhui lies in the creation of ordinary farmers and the insistence of cadres at all levels. At the
macro level the ideological liberation movement marked by “practice is the only standard for testing truth”
has provided firm support for it.

Key Words: Contract production to households Responsibility farmland =~ All-round contract system Zeng
Xisheng Wan Li
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