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An Institutional Analysis of China’s Historic Solution to
the Problem of Absolute Poverty: From Perspective
of Political Economy

He Lilong

Abstract: The elimination of absolute poverty in China is a great contribution to the
world socialism and human poverty reduction. The institutional orientations are the
comprehensive governance and systematic solution of absolute poverty, the unity of
short-term relief and long-term empowerment, the unity of policy support and endoge-

nous poverty alleviation, and the balance of inclusive support and precise policy imple-

@ : ( DI ) 2020 14
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mentation. The logic of system construction lies on the coupling interaction between
the government’s strategic leading and the market’s decisive role in the gradual develop-
ment and poverty alleviation, so as to build a “Trinity” of poverty alleviation made
from central leadership, counterpart support and local initiative. From supporting the
poor to shaking off poverty, from system reform to micro intervention, and from tar-
geting to policy implementation and empowerment, the mechanism of precise identifi-
cation and empowerment has been formed. The effectiveness of the system is reflected
in the high quality, long-term and endogenous power of poverty alleviation and exit.
The targeted poverty alleviation action with the leadership of the Communist Party of
China as the fundamental political guarantee has reversed the trend of formalism
poverty alleviation, and has shown a more systematic and thorough poverty alleviation
effect than other countries. The nature of poverty is undergoing new changes, and the
normalization of epidemic prevention brings new challenges. We should actively
promote the transformation from the unconventional poverty reduction based on “mate-
rial” infrastructure and factor input to the Rural Revitalization and poverty control
based on science and technology infrastructure and institution supply, so as to realize
the modernization of poverty governance system.

Key words: absolute poverty; institutional orientation; institutional system; institu-
tional efficiency; relative poverty
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