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The History of China’s Reform and Opening Up
from the Perspective of Economic Institutional Evolution

Yang Yingjie
( Party School of the CPC Central Committee Chinese Academy of Governance  Beijing)

Abstract: The history of China’s reform and opening up is not only the history of institutional evolution but also the history of eco—
nomic institutional evolution. The article points out that the institutional evolution since the reform and opening up cannot be ex—
plained by the induced and imposed institutional changes in new institutional economics. Based on Engels” theory of historical re—
sultant force this paper puts forward the “resultant institutional change” which accords with the basic tenets of Marxism and the
reality of China’s reform and opening up and explains this concept with the history of the evolution of China’s rural land system.

The article holds that the direction and goal of the “resultant institutional change” of China’s system especially the economic sys—
tem is to make a major breakthrough and innovation in the key and basic major reforms.
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