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Another Study on the Relationship between the Movement to
Refund Deposits and Agricultural Taxes in 1951
Huang Zhesong
Abstract: A footnote in Chen Yun:A Bibliography suggests that “it was decided in November 1950 that in 1951
the agricultural tax would be increased from the former estimate by 10 percent and also at that time the movement
to refund deposits in the Southwest began to be carried out. Some researchers have connected these two events
thinking that first there was a decision to increase taxes and then there was a movement to refund deposits
whereby the reason for the local refunds was the increase in the agricultural taxes in 1951. In this way the peas—
ants” income from the withdrawals eventually became the revenue of the new government’ s 1951agricultural tax.
But in fact “the agricultural tax would be increased by 10% in 1951 from the to the former estimate” was not de—
cided in November 1950 as referred to in Chen Yun:A Bibliography but rather in June 1951 that is much later
than the movement to refund deposits in East Central South and Southwest China and therefore the two increase
in agricultural taxes cannot be considered to be the background to the movement. In fact the agricultural tax in
1951 was 10% higher than the previous tax not higher than the agricultural tax in 1950 and it did not involve
any agricultural tax margins during these two years. Therefore this decision should not be linked to the refund

movement.
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