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On the Allocation System of Passenger Cars in early PRC

SHI Ji
( School of Philosophy and Sociology Jilin University Changchun Jilin 130012 China)

Abstract: From 1950s to the end of 1970s the automobile factories in China produced 14861 passenger
cars and meanwhile 14720 cars had been imported. In populous China car ownership is very low and is
not allowed free trading. Cars are distributed among senior officials instead. Cars are distributed according to
the administrative rank and position of the leaders dividing into special cars and sharing cars. Before the re—
form and opening up passenger cars were treated as highly luxury automobile resources are extremely
scarce which can only be assigned through the state overall allocation. Under such a special distribution
system a special group who had the privilege to use passenger cars was formed. This process has had a sig—
nificant impact on the consumption concept of passenger car in China for a long period of time.

Key words: inventory of cars; passenger car; allocation system
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