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The Evolution and Implementation Performance Evaluation
of Cultivated Land Protection Policies in China

GUO Zhen

(School of Finance and Public Administration, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu 233030, China)

Abstract: Based on the study of the evolution of cultivated land protection policies from the four levels of the con-
stitution selection rules, the collective selection rules, the operation selection rules and the supervision and punishment
mechanism, the paper evaluates the implementation performance of the cultivated land protection policies in China from
the aspects of quantity, quality and ecological protection of cultivated land. The result showed that the constitutional selec-
tion rules, collective selection rules, operation selection rules, supervision and punishment mechanisms can control the uti-
lization of arable land layer by layer from the point of view of system design, and the central government continuously
optimize and improve the policies to adapt to the situation of cultivated land protection at the operational level. The coop-
eration of various policies can effectively protect the quantity, quality and ecology of arable land. Under the ideal mode,
the policies can complement each other to effectively protect the quantity, quality and ecology of cultivated land. However,
in the specific implementation process, the local government can achieve the central government’s system objective in cul-
tivated land quantity protection, but with poor performance in the cultivated land quality, ecological protection. Serious
degradation of cultivated land is not conducive to the sustainability of food security.

Key words: system evolution; the quantity protection of cultivated land; the quality protection of cultivated land; the

ecological protection of cultivated land
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