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The “Economic” Dimension in the Relationship Between

Labor and Capitalists in Shanghai in the Early Period of PRC
— On the Anti—economism Campaign in Shanghai Private Enterprises
during 1953 and 1954

Zhang Jiancai

Abstract: An Anti—economism campaign was launched, lasting from 1953 to 1954, in private enterpris-
es in Shanghai. On the surface, it was the after—effect of the wrong criticism put on Li Lisan, the former lead-
er of All-China Federation of Trade Unions, at the end of 1951. In essence, it was aimed at the capitalists
who did harm to the government s first five—year plan to order goods from private enterprises. These capital -
ists exploited the mechanism of “cost transferring” to earn undue profits and attempted to corrupt workers
with material benefits. This campaign crushed and cut off the mechanism of “cost transferring”, which is an
essential part of national transformation of private industry and commerce.

Keywords: economism; extra bonus; charges and prices; Shanghai Federation of Trade Unions
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