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Reform of the Management System for Import and Export Private Businesses in the
Early Days of the Founding of New China: A Historical Study of the Shanghai Port

Yan Yuming
Abstract: In terms of international trade relations after the founding of New China, the Second Plenary Session of
the Seventh CPC Central Committee clearly proposed the requirements for “internal and external exchanges” and
“state control,” and it established the overall policy of “balanced planning.” However, in practice, private im—
port and export merchants and the corresponding mechanisms for market operations still existed, resulting in con—
flicts between market uncertainties and state plan management expectations. This was a realistic problem faced by
management departments at all levels. Corresponding to the need to break through the “blockade” and the “em-
bargo” and the movement to develop socialist transformation, Shanghai port continually adjusted its management
system for import and export private businessmen, successively confirming a business distribution system of “im-
ports and exports on their own” and “public imports and private exports.” On the basis of classification and cen—
tralized management, it successively implemented the organizational forms of joint management and joint ventures

to integrate national planning with import and export businesses run by private businessmen.
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