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Phased Evolution and Regional Distribution Difference
of the Driving Forces for China’ s Export Growth

since the Reform and Opening up
Li Zhaohua Wu Meng
(School of Economics, Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Research Objectives: Studying on the phased evolution and regional distribution difference of the
driving forces for China’ s export growth. Research Methods: Based on China’ s provincial panel data
during 1978~2014, this paper uses translog stochastic frontier model to analyse. Research Findings: In
period of economic transition, the development of market-oriented reform and opening to the outside
world were the primary driving forces for China’ s export growth; In period of preparation for acces-
sion to WTO, China’ s export growth was synergistic driven by both institutional factors and factors
input; In period of economic growth post accession to WTO, factors input became the primary source
of China’ s export growth; In period of global engine, factors input and trade potential began to domi-
nate China’ s export; The regional export disparity mainly came from the a triple differentiations of
trade potential, capital and institutional factors. Research Innovations: This paper systematicly analyses
the phased evolution of the driving forces for China’ s export growth since the reform and opening up
to the period after financial crisis in 2008. Research Value: Providing policy recommendations for the
major challenges faced by the sustainable development of China’ s trade
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