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Review of the Evolution of the Economic Development Thoughts of the
CPC in the Construction of New China

Hong Yinxing
(Professor and Doctoral Supervisor of School of Economics, Nanjing University, Yangtze River Delta Economic and
Social Development Research Center, Nanjing University)

Summary: On the occasion of the centennial anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China, this
paper studies the evolution of the economic development thoughts of the CPC in leading Chinese people to build a
new China from six perspectives in three stages, namely the stage of standing up, of getting rich, and of becoming
strong. (1) How the Main Social Contradictions is defined. In the stage of standing up, the social contradiction was de-
fined as the contradiction between socialism and capitalism, thus the main task was to fight for class struggle. In the
stage of getting rich, it was defined as the one between people’s growing material and cultural needs and backward
social production, thus the fundamental task was to develop social productive forces. In the stage of becoming strong,
it is defined as the contradiction between the people’s growing needs for a better life and an unbalanced and inade-
quate development of national economy. Development has become the first priority of the party in governing and reju-
venating the country. (2) Analysis of the Mode of Economic Development: In the first stage, the mode of economic
growth was basically an expansive one. In the second stage, not only the productive forces were liberated through re-
form, but growth mode was transformed. In the third stage, CPC puts forward a scientific concept of development, fo-
cusing on innovation, coordination, green, opening and sharing. (3) Analysis of the Socialist Modernization Theory.
The theory of "four modernizations" was first proposed in Stage one and then put into practice in Stage two. Deng
Xiaoping designed the grand blueprint of "three steps" to realize modernization. After entering Stage three, CPC has
defined the "two centenary" goals, starting a new journey of building a socialist modern country in an all-round way.
(4) How to Solve the Problems of Dual Structure. When a new China was founded in 1949, it was a backward agricul-
tural country. There was no so—called dual structure. After the first five—year plan, the dual structure of modern in-
dustry and backward agriculture began to surface. Although it was agreed that the general policy of developing was
“agriculture-based and industry—led”, the problem of dual structure became very prominent. Rural reforms largely
improved agricultural labor productivity and agricultural income. In addition, the development of township enterprises
initiated the process of promoting industrialization and urbanization in rural areas. In the new stage, the paradigm of
agricultural development turns to the paradigm of "quality development and added value development". (5) Adjust-
ment of Economic Development Policies. The New China adopted planning economy, which was a supply side man-
agement. In the second stage, China started a market—oriented reform, where the allocation of resources was deter-
mined by the market. In the third stage, the structural reform of the supply side is implemented to improve the quali-
ty and efficiency of the supply system. In the context of the global recession, the CPC Central Committee proposes a
new mode of a deepening coordination of demand side and supply side reform. (6) Analysis of Economic Develop-
ment Pattern. Before 1978, China’s economy was basically in a closed state. After 1978, opening to the outside world
became a basic national policy. Today we are facing a great challenge unseen before. A new development pattern is
being formed, with domestic circulation as the main mode, supplemented by domestic and international dual circula-
tions mode.

Conclusion: The studies of the evolution of the CPC party’s economic development thoughts not only shed light
on the origin of Xi Jinping's new socialist economic thoughts, but help us understand the important theoretical contri-
butions of Xi Jinping’s new ideas to economic development after entering the new stage.

Key Words: Chinese Communist Party; New China; economic development thoughts; evolution
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