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Storage or Drainage: a Breakthrough of Water Control Thought in New China:
Taking the Management of the Huai River as an Example
WANG Rui - fang FAN Ke - xin
( School of History and Culture Henan University Kaifeng 475001 China)

Abstract: After the founding of the People’ s Republic of China the CPC and Chinese government gradually shifted its
water control policy from “giving priority to drainage” which had lasted for thousands of years in China to “giving priority to
storage”. The shift could be regarded as one great breakthrough and innovation of Chinese traditional water control thought
which has been tested in the construction of Huai River control project and the water conservancy during the “Great Leap For—
ward” period and has achieved great achievements. However too much emphasis on “water storage” would lead to serious soil
salinization and other problems so we must learn those beneficial factors from the traditional “drainage” thought and accurate—
ly control the degrees of “storage” and “drainage” to achieve “the balance of flood storage and drainage”. It” s not advisable
to rigidly stick to Chinese traditional water control though and follow its inherent methods but it” s also inappropriate to com—
pletely ignore traditions and blindly emphasize innovation. The changes of water control policy of new China especially around
the issue of “storage” and “drainage” has proved this point eloquently and strongly.

Key words: water storage; water drainage; the balance of flood storage and drainage; the water control thought
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