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From Industrialization to Modernization: The Evolution of
Mao Zedong’s Thought of Industrialization

WANG Yun-peng
( School of Marxism Studies Tsinghua University Beijing 100084 China)

Abstract: Mao Zedong’s thought of industrialization showed different thought patterns in differently histor—
ical periods. Before the founding of the PRC Mao Zedong’s thought of industrialization was an industrialization
conception of building a New Democratic industrialized country. From the founding of the PRC to February
1957 Mao Zedong’s thought of industrialization gradually deepened and turned to socialist industrialization.
After February 1957 Mao Zedong’s industrialization thought changed from purely socialist industrialization to
overall socialist modernization. During the process of Mao Zedong’s thought of industrialization he was in—
spired by the thought of Chinese modern industrialization and the theory of Soviet industrialization. Additional—
ly it had its internal causes such as Mao’s pursuit of national independence national prosperity and the
peoples happiness. Exploring a road to industrialization and prosperity suitable for China’s national conditions
is Mao Zedong’s value pursuit throughout his whole life.

Key words: Mao Zedong; New Democracy; socialism; industrialization; modernization
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