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The Financial and Economic Planning Bureau of the Central Financial and
Economic Commission during the Early Period of New China
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Abstract ; In the early period of new China, the Financial and Economic Planning Bureau of the Central Financial
and Economic Commission, as the national authority responsible for economic planning, undertook valuable initia-
tives based on the Soviet experiences. These included establishing planning institutions, conducting surveys and
statistical analyses, standardizing basic construction, and exploring plan formulation. Specific measures included
recruiting talent both from within and outside the Party, preliminarily establishing the structure and defining the
functions of the central planning institutions; conducting surveys and statistical analyses in the industrial, mining,
agricultural, and basic construction sectors; introducing the principle of “design before construction” to regulate
the processes and methodologies of basic construction; and establishing principles and procedures for the drafting
of annual plans for the national economy. The Bureau’ s work was effective and contributed significantly to the

restoration and development of the national economy.
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