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On the Formation and Evolution of the Economic System in China:
A Historical-geographical Perspective
Zhang Jie  (81)

In spite of the massive academic attention given to China’s economic system, relevant liter—
ature as a whole lacks a historic—geographical perspective, which indeed can offer a plausible
explanation for its formation in history. The paper argues that in the formative process the initial
geographical endowment not only exerted an irreplaceable influence but also dictated the path of
evolution. Over thousands of years, our ancestors, confined to the Loess Plateau, were in con—
sistent pursuit of a desirable low—cost institutional arrangement. During the process, on the one
hand, various civilizations converged into this region and shaped the central cultural area of Chi—
na characterized with the principle of “seeking harmony in differences” and “governing in ac—
cordance with local customs”; on the other hand, with the northern edge of the plateau being
the overlapping region of agriculture and animal husbandry, clash and integration became a con—
stant scenario which had a lasting effect on the economic behaviors of the central area. This jus—
tified one strange phenomenon in both Tang and Song Dynasty - with the economic center grad—
ually moving southward, why the political center chose to stay in the northern part. Such a com—
bination in space occasioned a huge demand for unified and coordinated economic mode. Moreo—
ver, the border impact from the nomadic civilization, together with the external impact from the
west in modern times, incentivized the self—examination, maturity and upgrading of the econom-
ic system in China. This paper finds that though for most of Chinese history, its economic system
remained in a state of regular swing between the feudal system and the prefecture system, the
success of Han dynasty and Tang dynasty suggested that an optimum system requires reasonable
deployment of the upper class and the folk force. It is worth noting that such an idea went into
the reform process initiated at the end of the 1970s taking the form of a desirable mixture of gov—

ernment and market, the performance of which has been ideally tested by reality.

On the Ecological Pattern Changes of Media Art under the Background of Integration
Hu Zhifeng Chen Yin  (173)

Integration, as an important feature of media art development, is the background of the ec—
ological pattern changes of media art, which is mainly reflected in three aspects: technology in—
tegration, media integration and platform integration. Under the new environment of new media
art, traditional media and new media art are integrated. On the basis of symbiosis and coexis—
tence of traditional and emerging forms represented by film, television and video, media art has
realized the mutual integration of technology, media and platform, presenting a new trend after
the integration and development. In the new ecological pattern of media art in the integration
era, we need to treat the advantages and problems of traditional media art and new media art di—
alectically. In the context of integration, the innovation and development of traditional media art
and new media art complement each other and also promote each other.



