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Evolution of Regional Disparity in China since the Reform and Opening- up
ZHANG Hong-mei LI Shan-tong XU Zhao—yuan

Abstract: Since the reform and opening up, China’s regional disparity has undergone a great
evolution. Based on the weighted Gini coefficient, the weighted coefficient of variation andthe ratio of
maximum to minimum value of per capita GDP, the regional disparity in China is divided into five
stages: the sharp reduction phase of 1978-1990, the rapid expansion phase of 1991-1996, the slow
expansion phase of 1997-2004, and the significant expansion of 2005-2014, the slow expansion phase
since 2015. The evolution of regional disparities is mainly affected by theregional policy, global
economic situation, national development strategy and macroeconomic structure. China’s regional
policies conforms to the domestic and international economic situation, and controls the time nodes of
design. Therefore, since the reform and opening up, China’s regional disparityhas generally narrowed.

Key words: the reform and opening up; regional disparity; coordinated regional development
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