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An Investigation into the Economic Issues and the “Top-evel Design” of the
Reforms from 1979 to 1980
Wen Shifang
Abstract: The success of China’ s Reform and Opening-up was due to the combining of the exploratory method of
“crossing the river by feeling for the stones” with the important role played by a “topdevel design. ” In order to

3

strengthen overall planning and the “top-evel design ” the CPC organized investigations to draw on the lessons
from both international and domestic reform and development experiences. From 1979 to 1980 the large-scale
economic investigations organized by the Financial Affairs Commission of the State Council extensively discussed
the policy of Reform and Opening-up especially the orientation path content and measures for the reform of
the economic system and the design of the overall reform which highlighted the decision makers’ deep explora—

tions important influence on comprehensive planning and the role of the “topdevel design” in the historical

process of China’ s Reform and Opening-up.
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