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Technology and Thought: China’s Agricultural Mechanization
and the Shaping of New Socialist Farmers in the 1950s

SONG Xue-gin YANG Yue
( School of Marxism Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: In the 1950s the process of China’s agricultural mechanization was not only the “spreading of
technological knowledge focusing on agricultural machinery to farmers” but also the process of transforming
farmers’ traditional ideas and shaping new farmers adapted to the agricultural mechanization so as to com—
plete the ideological socialization process of “spreading thought to the countryside”. In the practice of agri—
cultural mechanization the state embeds the shaping of new farmers into agricultural production and farm-
ers’ life so as to integrate their ideas strengthen their collective ideas stimulate their subject conceptions
and cultivate their scientific and technological ideas there by to shape new socialist farmers with “high so—
cialist consciousness technology cultural and all-ound talents”. This historical process has important ref—
erence significance for modern agricultural technology to farmers’ thought and cultivate new professional
farmers during the “14th Five Year Plan” period.

Key words: the 1950s; agricultural mechanization; new socialist farmers; new-type professional farmers



