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Implementation of the 1955 Policy of “Quantifying Production Purchases and
Sales” in Guangdong
Ge Ling

Abstract: The grain policy of “quantifying production purchases and sales’

i

implemented in 1955 in Guang—
dong underwent a process of transition from text to practice. The situation of “quantifying output according to the
tasks” generally took place during the quantifying production link. The method of political mobilization by
“breaking down the ideological barriers” was continued in the quantifying purchase link. The problems such as

" existed during the

“focusing on purchases and ignoring sales” and “increasing purchases and reducing sales’
process of implementing the policy of quantifying sales. Besides the target of “a quantity for three years” was not
accomplished either. This situation indicated that the implementation of the policy of “quantifying production

purchases and sales” did not promote the formation of a stable and effective grain purchasing mechanism and did
not contribute to the institutionalization of grain purchases and sales. However the results were not due to policy

problems nor were they due to problems in the implementation process because the reality of the grain tensions was

difficult to resolve through an institutionalization of grain purchases.
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