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On the Interaction between China’s Defense Industry and
the Economic Development ( 1949—2015)
Shen Xiaoyong Wu Li

Abstract: China is a socialist developing giant with the largest population. As a national strategic industry
the defense industry is not only essential to national security but also in close association with the
development of the national economy and thus serves as a pillar for the great power. This paper based on
the national conditions explores how the defense industry has influenced industrialization and economic
progress for over 6 decades during different phases since the founding of PRC  which deepens the
understanding of China’s industrialization and enriches the connotation of the development of great
powers. Thus this paper provides references for advancing civil-military integration in this industry and
accelerating industrial structure upgrading and economic structure transformation.

Key Words: Big Powers; China’s Defense Industry; Industrialization; Interaction
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