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The CCP’s Concept of Chinese Nation during

the Democratic Revolution Period
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Abstract: During the New Democratic Revolution Period, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)” s concept of Chinese
Nation(Zhonghuaminzu) changed more than one times. At first it meant the Han nationality, then changed to designate
the Han and other ethnic minorities influenced by the Han culture, then further to include all nationalities lived in
China’s territory. From its first use in July 1922 to outburst of the large-scale anti-Japanese War,in most circumstances
the CCP’s concept of Chinese nation meant the Han people. From then on,until August 1938 when the Sixth Plenary
Session of the 6th CCP Central Committee was held,as evidenced by Mr. Yang Song’s essay“On Nation”, the concept
of Chinese Nation changed to referring to the Han people and all ethnic minorities identifying to China nation. For the
transforming and making of the CCP’s concept of Chinese Nation the Six Plenary Session of the 6th CCP Central
Committee in August 1938 was a significant meeting. Mao Ze dong’s articulation of Chinese Nation in his Chinese
Revolution and Chinese Communist Party in December 1939 marked the final formation of the CCP’s concept of
Chinese Nation. This concept implies that China is a nation with various ethnic groups,Chinese Nation is the common

name of these equal nationalities.



