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Transfer of Emphasis of Conservancy Works during the Early Stage of

Reform and Opening up: from Stressing Construction to Focusing on Benefit

WANG Rui-fang
(Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Socialciences, Beijing 100009, China)
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Abstract ; In the early stage of reform and opening up, some common problems existed in water conservancy work of China, such
as putting focuses on construction rather than management, large-scale projects instead of smaller ones, more key projects less
supplemented facilities, and stressing constructing projects but belittling their uses. To solve those problems, thus, more empha-
ses were gradually put on the management of existing projects and producing the best possible results of water conservancy work In
the context of considerable reduction of the investment in infrastructure works, many approaches were taken to significantly im-
prove the overall efficiency, such as: affirmatively pressing ahead the reform of water conservancy investment manner across the
country by assuming departmentalized and decentralized responsibilities and promoting multi-channel of fund — raising, strengthe-
ning the renovation and complement of existing projects, and comprehensively practicing operation and management work. How-
ever, due to the limited investment on water conservancy work, existing water projects faced with various problems and challen-
ges, such as gradual aging and poor repairs of old projects, waning profits and water shortages in northern area. As a whole, the

overall situation of water conservancy was hardly optimistic.
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