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Development and Contemporary Problems of Urban-rural

Relations in the People’s Republic of China

CAI He

Abstract: Since the establishment of the People’s Republic of China, the
urban—rural relations have four stages: planned dualistic system, market—orient-
ed dualistic system, coordinated development with cities reciprocating villages,
and integrated urban—rural development with rural revitalization. Critical charac-
teristics of current urban—rural disparity are the “dualistic rights” resulted from
the household registration system and the “dual—track” price system embedded
in urban—rural economic flow. It is necessary to enhance the foundation of rural
economy and societal development for elimination of the dualistic system, rural
revitalization, and the integration of urban and rural areas.

Keywords: urban—rural relations; economic rights; social rights; rural revi-
talization
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