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security policy will shift further northward
in the near future. By joining the US-led
deterrence system, the Philippines aims at
competing in the South China Sea and
promoting its nation building and defense
modernization through external support.
Therefore, its China policy may become
increasingly complicated and contradictory.

Keywords: Philippines, national
security policy, South China Sea

Imtprovin the Systems That
Safeguard China’s Maritime
Security

Wang Xu and Zhang Minxue

Abstract: Since the 18th National
Congress of the CPC, China has made
remarkable progress towards building a
strong maritime country, with its maritime
security comprehensively enhanced. The
Report to the 20th National Congress of
the CPC vowed to “strengthen the safe-
guards for ensuring maritime security” in
the chapter “Modernizing China’s National
Security System and Capacity.” This is a
major plan for safeguarding and shaping
China’s maritime security on the new
journey, and it is built on the great achieve-
ments China has accomplished over the
past decade. Implementing this plan
requires a comprehensive and coordinated
approach, both goal-oriented and prob-
lem-oriented. In terms of strategic goals,
China has quadruple interests and con-
cerns regarding maritime security: namely,
territorial sovereignty, rights, and interests;
maritime geopolitics; new frontiers includ-
ing the deep sea and the polar regions; and
common maritime security. In terms of
risks, China’s maritime security faces
multiple challenges, including ma-
jor-country competition, technological
revolutions, and ecological crises, amidst
the rapid changes of the world, the times,
and history. Therefore, China should
pursue a holistic approach to national
security and strengthen the safeguards for
ensuring maritime security. In light of the
characteristics of the new era and the new
journey, China should step up efforts to
create a coordinated, multi-dimensional,
and highly efficient system for protecting
maritime security across all domains,
using such means as the rule of law,
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command and early warning, science and
technology, theory, and international
cooperation.

Keywords: systems for safeguarding
maritime security, strong maritime coun-
try, China

Cultural Boycott, Cultural Sanc-

tion, and Cultural Decoupling:

Implications for China’s gultur-

al Security

Zheng Xun

Abstract: The phenomena of cultural
boycott, cultural sanction, and cultural
decoupling are frequent in the fields of
national and international politics. They
can easily be found at all times and across
the globe, having significant impacts on
specific countries or the historical trajecto-
ry of relevant international relations. The
absence of relatively unified and clear
definitions of these three terms has caused
a certain degree of confusion and misuse
both inside and outside China. In fact, the
three share some commonalities: they all
intervene in cultural flows, they all involve
the affirmation of one’s cultural identity
and the negation of that of others, and they
are interchangeable. However, obvious
differences remain in specific connota-
tions, behavioral subjects, behavioral
modes, and dynamic dimensions. Cultural
boycotts occur primarily between ethnic
groups, for the purpose of resisting the
cultural integration of foreign groups;
cultural sanctions happen between coun-
tries, with a strong hint of international
morality; and cultural decoupling typically
takes place between components of a
cultural community, with the aim of
severing ties culturally. An analysis of the
respective logic of these three phenomena
reveals the following lessons for strength-
ening China’s cultural security: maintain-
ing the principal position of the Chinese
nation and Chinese culture; breaking
cultural hegemony through counteractions
against the smear campaign orchestrated
by Western media; and subduing infiltra-
tion attempts by hostile forces and safe-
guarding China’s cultural sovereignty,
security, international image, and influ-
ences.

Keywords: cultural boycott, cultural
sanction, cultural decoupling, cultural
security



