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War, National Defense and Military Construction of New Era with Mao Ze-
dong Military Thought

Zhang Shude Min Xia

Abstract: As the guiding ideology of the CPC in leading China’s revolutionary war, military and national de-

fense development and anti—aggression war, Mao Zedong Military Thought has ushered in a new era in adapt-
ing Marxist military theory to the Chinese context and laid a theoretical foundation for the Party’s military
theory. It has also set an example through applying dialectical materialism and historical materialism to the
military in a creative way. Mao Zedong Military Thought follows the ideological line of seeking truth from facts
and adopting a realistic and pragmatic approach, thus demonstrating the spirit of being practical-minded.
Moreover, it has taken answering and addressing practical problems as its starting point and objective, thus
featuring great practicality. In the new era marked by information and intelligence, Mao Zedong Military
Thought remains an essential magic weapon in guiding China’s national defense and military development and
scoring victory in the information and intelligent warfare. Entering the new era, we must grasp these key points
to provide better guidance for China’s national defense and military development with Mao Zedong Military
Thought.

Keywords: Mao Zedong; military thought; new era; war
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