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The Changing Role of PLA during the Course of China’s State-Building



Li Yuejun (Central Compilation & Translation Bureau)

Abstract: The army is an indispensable part of the state apparatus.In contemporary China,the PLLA plays an important role
in nation building, for instance, in the issues regarding how the nation is built and what kind of nation is built. This paper
analyzes the changing role of the army during the state— building in the aspects of political, social and economic buildings.In
the building of regime,Central Military Commission acts a structural role via its power and functions.It is an active role in
defending national territory and sovereignty and safeguarding the Party’s ruling position; it is involved in the struggles
between different lines within the Party, participates in political movements, and provides cadres for the civil Party and
governmental institutions.In the building of society, the PLLA is regarded as the model for the Party-state to construct the
social system and moral values,also provides lots of public goods to the society.In the economic field, the army is heavily
involved in various economic activities. Military industry constitutes a paramount section in the national economic system.
Military spending has been taking the higher proportion in the medium and long term public finance expenditure compared to
most other industries.In the foreseeable future,the PLLA will still be the defender of the Party’s rule during China’s nation-
building and transformation.] argue that the army’s role of defending territory will be more important in the future,at the
same time,the army should not be the vanguard of China’s democratization.

Key words:state-building; PLA;Party-state; militarism
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