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Change and Shape of China’s Security Image in Southeast Asia:
with Analysis on Military Soft Power
Cheng Xiaoyong

Abstract: State image is an important part and performance of soft power, at the same time they
could influence and form each other. There was asymmetry in “hard power” between China and Southeast
Asian countries. Southeast Asian countries skeptical China’s rise, particularly worried about China ‘s
growing military power would be a threat to there’ s security, so China’ security image did not “de —
threat” yet, which would affect China’ national interests and the relationship between China and
Southeast Asian. How to eliminate the" China Threat "image in Southeast Asia security is the current
Chinese diplomacy main task. In view of Southeast Asia country major concerns about Chinas military
strength, soft military power maybe is a better means to eliminate the rumor of the China Threat Theory in
addition to the political, economic and cultural means.
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