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View on China’s Ocean Security: Analysis from History

ZHANG Yao
Center of Research in Ocean and Polar Region Shanghai Academy of Research in International Issues Shanghai 200233

Abstract: In the past six decades or more since the founding of New China  October Ist 1949  the view of ocean
security has undergone evolution along with national development and awareness of ocean from initial concern about coast—
defense security and guard against alien enemy’s invasion to all-round protection of marine rights and interests to move for
ocean in the new century. In the 2lst century the connotation of China’s ocean security has also been changed a lot in
presence of dispute over marine territorial sovereignty marine passage security marine economic-resource protection marine
judicial right maintaining marine military security and some other problems. The concept of traditional marine security is not
adaptable to China’s road to ocean and difficult to settle the problem of ocean security facing China and rest of the world.
Building a new-type of marine—security view based on co-governance and cooperation for win-win effect is a new path for
China to move for ocean maintain marine rights and interests and construct marine powers.
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